
Health, Wealth & Happiness (Abridged): 
How the Prosperity Gospel Overshadows 

the Gospel of Christ
 Free Ebooks

 David W. Jones

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/bDpzl/Health-Wealth-and-Happiness-abridged-How-the-Prosperity-Gospel-Overshadows-the-Gospel-of-Christ
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/bDpzl/Health-Wealth-and-Happiness-abridged-How-the-Prosperity-Gospel-Overshadows-the-Gospel-of-Christ
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/bDpzl/Health-Wealth-and-Happiness-abridged-How-the-Prosperity-Gospel-Overshadows-the-Gospel-of-Christ
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/bDpzl/Health-Wealth-and-Happiness-abridged-How-the-Prosperity-Gospel-Overshadows-the-Gospel-of-Christ
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/bDpzl/Health-Wealth-and-Happiness-abridged-How-the-Prosperity-Gospel-Overshadows-the-Gospel-of-Christ
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/bDpzl/Health-Wealth-and-Happiness-abridged-How-the-Prosperity-Gospel-Overshadows-the-Gospel-of-Christ


Be faithful in your giving and God will reward you financially. It's not always stated that blatantly
but the promises of the Prosperity Gospel--or the name-it-and-claim-it gospel, the health-and-
wealth gospel, the word of faith movement, or positive confession theology--are false. Yet its
message permeates the preaching of well-known Christian leaders: Joyce Meyer, T. D. Jakes,
Joel Osteen, Creflo Dollar, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, and many more.The appeal of this
teaching crosses racial, gender, denominational, and international boundaries. Why are
otherwise faithful Christians so easily led astray? Because the Prosperity Gospel contains a
grain of biblical truth, greatly distorted.For anyone who knows that Prosperity Gospel theology is
wrong but has trouble articulating and refuting the finer points, this concise edition contains all
the robust arguments of the hard-hitting original edition in a shorter, more accessible form.

“In a work long overdue, Drs. Jones and Woodbridge deal the prosperity gospel a fatal blow
through their thorough research and irrefutable documentation.” --Emir Caner, best-selling
author --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorDavid W. Jones (PhD,
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary) serves as Associate Professor of Christian Ethics
and Director of the Th.M. program at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the
author of Reforming the Morality of Usury and the co-author of God, Marriage and Family. Dr.
Jones has also authored more than a dozen articles that have appeared in various academic
publications and is a frequent speaker at churches, ministries, and Christian conferences. Dr.
Jones currently resides in the Raleigh/Durham area of North Carolina with his wife and four
children. --This text refers to the paperback edition.From the Inside Flap"The prosperity gospel is
a false gospel, and prosperity preachers are false prophets. This book is as clear as that--and
persuasive--but it is even more. Jones and Woodbridge have written a simple, careful account of
the new religion that is sweeping Asia, Africa, and the Americas. And they've provided a fair,
biblical and searching critique. I'm sad to say that this book is desperately needed; I'm thankful
that it's now available."- Mark Dever, Senior Pastor, Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Washington,
D.C."The prosperity gospel is neither prosperous nor is it the gospel as defined by Scripture.
Simply put, it is a false teaching and a dangerous heresy. This book written by two dear friends
and superb biblical scholars carefully and accurately investigates, critiques, and exposes the
biblical and theological errors that pervade this movement. This is an important and valuable
work. I pray for its wide distribution and reading." - Daniel L. Akin, President, Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, NC"This book takes a balanced approach that is
both biblically rigorous and in touch with current issues. This is an invaluable resource for those
wishing to deal with the prosperity gospel with accuracy and clarity. This is a very Gospel-
centered book."- J. D. Greear, Lead Pastor of The Summit Church, Durham, NC."I praise God for



the release of this book. It is a reliable resource for all who want to understand the destructive
nature of the prosperity gospel movement. Jones and Woodbridge carefully point out its major
biblical errors and call attention to the presence of erronious concepts found in prosperity
theology. By exposing these errors, as well as interacting with some of the leading proponents of
the prosperity movement, Jones and Woodbridge have provided a wonderful resource to hand
to those who've bought into a counterfeit gospel, and for pastors who desire to protect their flock
from wolves. May God use this book to direct people to the only true Gospel, and to the Savior,
who is Himself our inheritance and our treasure."- Tony Merida, Teaching Pastor at Temple
Baptist Church, Hattiesburg, MS"In this book Jones and Woodbridge have given us the truth
about the prosperity gospel. This brief survey is remarkably clear and concise, providing both
the historical background and biblical critique of this movement. Their treatment is fair and
balanced, penetrating to the heart, and it reveals the danger of the prosperity gospel. I highly
recommend this well written book."- Benjamin L. Merkle, Associate Professor of New Testament
at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, NC"This book is long overdue. The
authors rightly warn us that the prosperity gospel has eclipsed the true message of the cross in
many pulpits. Sadly, much of evangelicalism has been duped by a message that sounds biblical,
but on closer examination is seen to be heretical. I pray that this book will help correct this
error."- Erwin W. Lutzer, Senior Pastor, The Moody Church, Chicago, IL"In a work that is long
overdue, Drs. Jones and Woodbridge deal the prosperity gospel a fatal blow through their
thorough research and irrefutable documentation. The authors, blending biblical theology with
persuasive wit, create a rare blend that will appeal to both the layperson and theologian.
Churches wrestling with the destructive doctrine of the prosperity gospel now have a staunch
advocate and ready defense that clearly delineates God's will on such matters." - Emir Caner,
best-selling author, President, Truett-McConnell College, Cleveland, GA --This text refers to the
paperback edition.From the Back Cover46% of self-identifying Christians believe God will make
them rich if they have enough faith.Every day on radio or TV there's a new gospel being
proclaimed--the gospel of prosperity. This gospel teaches that God wants to fulfill our every
desire for health, wealth, and happiness, and all it takes is enough faith. The preachers of
prosperity tout their own opulent lifestyles as proof of their message: God wants his children to
have it all. Is this the gospel? Or is it just a feel-good, self-centered appeal to our materialistic
impulses that omits the message of Jesus and the cross?The Bible does have a lot to say about
wealth and possessions, but those teachings are routinely twisted out of context or carelessly
misinterpreted. Authors David W. Jones and Russell S. Woodbridge go back to the Scriptures to
set forth a truly biblical understanding of wealth, poverty, suffering, and giving. They identify five
crucial areas of error related to the prosperity gospel movement and challenge readers to
rediscover the true gospel of Jesus. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Read more
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Praise for the First Edition“The Prosperity Gospel is a false gospel, and prosperity preachers are
false prophets. This book is as clear as that—and persuasive—but it is even more. Jones and
Woodbridge have written a simple, careful account of the new religion that is sweeping Asia,
Africa, and the Americas. And they’ve provided a fair, biblical, and searching critique. I’m sad to
say that this book is desperately needed; I’m thankful that it’s now available.”Mark Dever, senior
pastor,Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Washington, DC“The Prosperity Gospel is neither prosperous
nor is it the gospel as defined by Scripture. Simply put, it is a false teaching and a dangerous
heresy. This book, written by two superb biblical scholars, carefully and accurately investigates,
critiques, and exposes the biblical and theological errors that pervade this movement. This is an
important and valuable work. I pray for its wide distribution and reading.”Daniel L. Akin,
president,Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary“Jones and Woodbridge have given us the
truth about the Prosperity Gospel. This brief survey is remarkably clear and concise, providing
both the historical background and biblical critique of this movement. Their treatment is fair and
balanced, penetrating to the heart, and it reveals the danger of the Prosperity Gospel. I highly
recommend this well-written book.”Benjamin L. Merkle, associate professor,Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary, and editor of the 40 Questions & Answers series“I praise God for
the release of this book. It is a reliable resource for all who want to understand the destructive
nature of the Prosperity Gospel movement. Jones and Woodbridge carefully point out [the
prosperity movement’s] major biblical errors and call attention to the presence of erroneous
concepts found in prosperity theology. By exposing these errors, as well as interacting with some
of the leading proponents of the prosperity movement, Jones and Woodbridge have provided a
wonderful resource to hand to those who’ve bought into a counterfeit gospel, and for pastors
who desire to protect their flock from wolves. May God use this book to direct people to the only
true gospel, and to the Savior, who is Himself our inheritance and our treasure.”Tony Merida,
teaching pastor, Temple Baptist Church,and author of Faithful Preaching and Orphanology“A
great, balanced approach that is both biblically rigorous and in touch with current issues. An
invaluable resource for those wishing to deal with this subject with accuracy and clarity. Very
gospel-centered.”J. D. Greear, lead pastor, The Summit Church,and author of Breaking the
Islamic CodeHealth, Wealth, and Happiness: How the Prosperity GospelOvershadows the
Gospel of Christ© 2011, 2017 David W. Jones and Russell S. WoodbridgeConcise Arguments
to Counter False Teaching Edition 2017Published by Kregel Publications, a division of Kregel,
Inc., 2450 OakIndustrial Dr. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505.This is an abridged and edited version
of the authors’ work Health, Wealth & Happiness: Has the Prosperity Gospel Overshadowed the
Gospel of Christ? © 2011 David W. Jones and Russell S. Woodbridge. Published by Kregel
Publications, a division of Kregel, Inc.All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—without written permission of the publisher,



except for brief quotations in reviews.Distribution of digital editions of this book in any format via
the Internet or any other means without the publisher’s written permission or by license
agreement is a violation of copyright law and is subject to substantial fines and penalties. Thank
you for supporting the authors’ rights by purchasing only authorized editions.All Scripture
quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.Scripture quotations marked HCSB are from the Holman
Christian Standard Bible®. Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers.
Used by permission.Scripture quotations marked NKJV are from the New King James Version®.
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.Printed in the
United States of America17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 / 5 4 3 2
1CONTENTSPrefaceAcknowledgmentsIntroduction1 The History of the Prosperity Gospel2 The
Errors of the Prosperity Gospel3 The Bible’s Teaching on Suffering4 The Bible’s Teaching on
Wealth and Poverty5 The Bible’s Teaching on Giving6 A Prosperity Gospel Self-
DiagnosisNotesAbout the AuthorsPREFACETHIS BOOK TRULY is a collaborative effort
between two authors, each of whom has long-standing interest, professional training, and
vocational experience in ministry and finance. While we were each responsible for writing certain
sections of this text, both of our fingerprints are on every page. We thought it would be helpful for
us to give a bit of personal background, as well as some insight into why we wrote this
book.David W. Jones’s StoryOne of the earliest lessons I can recall my mother teaching me is
“Money doesn’t grow on trees.” Over time, I came to embrace the Puritan work ethic that still
pervades much of the New England culture. The ideas of hard work, saving, intentional giving,
and frugality became cornerstones in my early view of finances, and I now find myself telling my
own children, “Money doesn’t grow on trees.”When I became a Christian as a young person, like
many new converts, I viewed Christianity as an eternal life insurance policy—that is, I embraced
the spiritual aspects of Christianity, but I did not fully grasp the material dimensions of the
gospel. Eventually, however, I began to understand that Christianity is not simply about the fate
of people’s souls; rather, the gospel is the message that Jesus died on the cross and was
resurrected in order to redeem, restore, and reconcile all of creation on humanity’s behalf and for
His own glory. Over time I saw that Christianity is a worldview that impacts all of life, and I
realized that the view of economics I had learned as a boy was largely biblical. When I entered
vocational Christian service as a young man, I purposed to make the material implications of the
gospel an emphasis within my ministry.While I had been exposed to the Prosperity Gospel
earlier in my life, it was not until I began my seminary training that I grasped the size and
influence of the movement. I was amazed to find classmates and lay-people who viewed their
relationship to God as a give-and-get transaction. They saw God as a kind of sugar daddy who
existed to make them healthy, wealthy, and happy on account of service rendered. While God
certainly does provide and care for His followers, the Prosperity Gospel is a corruption of His
self-revelation and a distortion of His plan of redemption.Early in my academic career, I



published a brief article entitled “The Bankruptcy of the Prosperity Gospel” in a rather obscure
theological journal.1 It was an attempt to communicate my objections to prosperity theology, as
well as to give some direction to those caught up in the movement. While I have published more
than a dozen articles and books since, I continue to get more feedback about my little Prosperity
Gospel article than anything else I have written. Whether you are a church leader or layperson, a
follower or opponent of the Prosperity Gospel, an expert in the field or just an information seeker,
I trust and pray that the Lord will use this book to further conform you to Christ’s image.Russell S.
Woodbridge’s StoryLike my coauthor, I also grew up in New England. Throughout my
upbringing, my parents encouraged me to work hard, to give, and to save. More importantly, they
taught me about God and, as a young boy, I repented of my sin and trusted Christ. After
graduating from college, I moved to New York City to work for a well-known investment bank on
Wall Street. Two years later the bank transferred me to its office in Frankfurt, Germany, where I
ended up trading stocks and options for a living.God granted me success in trading but I was not
satisfied. Money never satisfies. During this period of success, God changed my desires, and I
left a lucrative career behind and returned to the United States to attend seminary. I learned that
the purpose of life is not about accumulated money, health, or a great career—it’s about knowing
God. This series of events helped form my view of biblical stewardship and success.While in
seminary I met Kevin, a man paralyzed from birth, and he told me his story about trying to get
healed at a crusade. What I remember is how devastating this event was to his spiritual life. The
false promises of the Prosperity Gospel crushed Kevin’s spirit, and he spent years recovering.
This was my first personal encounter with the teachings of the Prosperity Gospel.After seminary
I had the privilege of serving as pastor of a small church in North Carolina. When I discovered
that several ladies in the church watched Joyce Meyer on television and read her books, I
examined her core doctrines and teachings and found them to be false. I am sure that the
women in my church were not aware of everything that Joyce Meyer believed. Until this
experience, I was unaware that the Prosperity Gospel was so influential in conservative, Bible-
believing churches.Whenever I mentioned Joel Osteen or some other prosperity teacher in a
sermon, people would come to me after the service to make comments. Occasionally they had
questions about the Prosperity Gospel. More often, they told me they did not agree with the
Prosperity Gospel but that they had friends and relatives who did listen to prosperity teachers
and send them money. My sense was that these concerned Christians didn’t always know what
to say to their friends and family about such teachers.My financial background and theological
training have created opportunities for me to teach courses on personal finance at seminary and
college, at a Bible institute, and in churches. From this platform, I have been able to teach
biblical truth about money and to critique prosperity theology.2The Prosperity Gospel has
tremendous appeal, and it is growing both in the United States and internationally. Millions of
people follow famous prosperity teachers, and their souls are at stake. The deception of so many
is a tragedy that I hope this book can help address. Ultimately, I hope this book will encourage
you to “seek the things that are above, where Christ is” (Col. 3:1).ACKNOWLEDGMENTSA



NUMBER OF PEOPLE encouraged us to write our full-length book on this topic in 2011. Our
wives, Dawn Jones and Ingrid Woodbridge, are our greatest encouragers. Without their love and
sacrifices, as well as the patience of our children, this book would not be in your hands.We are
indebted to resources we have read on the topic of the Prosperity Gospel, as well as the
numerous conversations we have had with students and colleagues over the years, yet several
deserve mention for their special assistance, critiques, and editorial improvements. We would
like to acknowledge the following who contributed greatly to the first edition of the book: James
K. Dew and Russell D. Woodbridge, who reviewed several chapters for content; Billie
Goodenough for reading the entire manuscript and finding our mistakes; Dawn Jones for
thoroughly editing each chapter and conforming them to the Kregel style guide; and several
others who looked over the manuscript and gave advice, including William Aleshire, Benjamin
Merkle, Andrew Spencer, Carrie Pickelsimer, and Ingrid Woodbridge.We would also like to
express gratitude to the administration of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, who
provided support, resources, and time that allowed us to complete the
book.INTRODUCTIONCINDY, AN ACCOUNTANT IN Florida, listened intently to the prosperity
preachers on television. She heard their message: be faithful in your giving and God will reward
you financially. Inspired by their message, as well as their example, Cindy sent money to the
ministries of Joyce Meyer, Paula White, and Benny Hinn, hoping to be rewarded for her
faithfulness. She waited and waited, but the financial reward never appeared. Later she realized
that the prosperity preachers’ promises were just plain false. Today Cindy is understandably
angry, bitter, and disillusioned.Kevin is also disillusioned. Paralyzed from the waist down due to a
congenital birth defect, Kevin wants to walk. When as a boy he heard that a faith healer was
coming to a town nearby, he begged his parents to take him to the meeting. The message said
that if he had enough faith, he would be healed. His hopes for healing were quickly dashed,
however, when ushers prevented him from sitting near the front, despite his disabled condition.
Today, Kevin remains in his wheel-chair, disappointed but alive—unlike others who have
stopped medical treatments after being “healed” at a Prosperity Gospel meeting, and, in rare
cases, have died shortly thereafter.1These may be sensational examples of the failings of the
Prosperity Gospel, but there are many everyday examples. Churches are full of people who
regularly watch Prosperity Gospel teachers on television. Viewers send money because they
appreciate the positive teaching and could use a little bit more money to pay their bills. When an
increase in income does not occur, these givers think that their own lack of faith is the problem,
or they become disappointed and angry with God.What happened? How did Bible-believing
Christians come to believe that God is a way to achieve personal success and material
prosperity? Over the years the message preached in some of the largest churches in the world
has changed. A new gospel is being taught today. This new gospel omits Jesus and neglects the
cross.A new gospel is being taught today. This new gospel omits Jesus and neglects the
cross.Instead of promising Christ, this gospel promises health and wealth. It tells Christians to
declare to themselves that everything they touch will prosper. According to this new gospel, if



believers repeat positive confessions, focus their thoughts, and generate enough faith, God will
release blessings upon their lives. This new gospel claims that God desires and even promises
that believers will live a healthy and financially prosperous life.This is the core message of what
is known as the Prosperity Gospel. This teaching has been given many names, such as the
name-it-and-claim-it gospel, the health-and-wealth gospel, the word of faith movement, and
positive confession theology. No matter what name is used, the teaching is the same.Without
question, the Prosperity Gospel continues to grow and influence Christians. Fifty of the largest
two hundred sixty churches in the United States promote the Prosperity Gospel.2 The pastors of
some of the largest churches in America proclaim the Prosperity Gospel, including Kenneth
Copeland, T. D. Jakes, Joel Osteen, Frederick Price, Creflo Dollar, Kenneth Hagin Jr., and Eddie
Long. Through the Internet, television, and radio, the Prosperity Gospel reaches millions around
the world every day. Joel Osteen’s website notes that his television program is available in one
hundred countries, while roughly one million people download his services each week. Likewise,
Joyce Meyer claims that her television program, Enjoying Everyday Life, reaches two-thirds of
the world through television and radio and has been translated into thirty-eight languages.3The
appeal of this teaching crosses racial, gender, denominational, and international boundaries.
The Prosperity Gospel is also on the rise in Africa, South America, India, and Korea, among
many other places. There are at least seven specific additional reasons why the Prosperity
Gospel continues to grow, both in America and around the world.First, the Prosperity Gospel
contains a grain of biblical truth, although it is greatly distorted.Second, the Prosperity Gospel
appeals to the natural human desire to be successful, healthy, and financially secure. These
desires are not inherently sinful, but they can become sinful if they supplant one’s desire for
God.Third, the Prosperity Gospel promises much and requires little, portraying Jesus as one
who can help believers help themselves. Instead of portraying Jesus as the one who made
possible humanity’s reconciliation with God, prosperity preachers tend to portray Jesus as the
solution to material wants.Fourth, many advocates of the Prosperity Gospel have cultivated a
winsome personality and a polished presentation of their message. Given that many Christians
today value style over substance, prosperity advocates find the contemporary church to be
fertile ground for their ministry.Fifth, many followers of the Prosperity Gospel have little
knowledge of biblical doctrine. Therefore, they are ripe for accepting the distorted teachings of
prosperity preachers.Sixth, many people have experienced success and healing (or at least
claim to have done so) and attribute it to the teachings of the Prosperity Gospel, thus “validating”
its message. Modern Christians tend to be pragmatic in nature and incorrectly conclude that if a
method works, it must be legitimate.Finally, many in the church lack a general sense of
discernment because they are more influenced by the secular culture than by Scripture.
Christians view success in terms of status, wealth, and position rather than holiness,
faithfulness, and obedience to God.Incorrect theology will lead to incorrect beliefs about God,
His Word, and His dealings with humanity. Most importantly, the gospel must be rightly
proclaimed because it is a matter of life and death for those who do not believe. Teaching or



trusting in a false gospel has eternal ramifications.We want to inform you about the Prosperity
Gospel movement and equip you to help those who have let the Prosperity Gospel replace the
gospel of Christ. While this book will not answer every question that can be asked about the
Prosperity Gospel, we trust that it will serve as a handy introduction that will demonstrate the
bankruptcy of the Prosperity Gospel.1THE HISTORY OF THE PROSPERITY GOSPELIN ALL
AREAS OF life, a failure to consider history can have profound implications for the present and
the future. History can be a source of instruction and wisdom for the Christian. Christianity is
inherently historical, based on supernatural acts in history and on a historical person, Jesus
Christ. The Bible, both Old and New Testaments, reveals God working out His purposes in
history.History also assists in interpreting Scripture and forming doctrine. When we study what
earlier Christians believed, we can learn from their understandings of Bible truth. When it comes
to Bible truth, newer is not always—or even usually—better. It is encouraging when we realize
our core beliefs are not new—early Christians formulated these same beliefs from
Scripture.Throughout history, novel ideas have given rise to movements that eventually faded
but later reemerged in a new, slightly altered form. This is true of the Prosperity Gospel. The
Prosperity Gospel is built upon a quasi-Christian heresy known as the New Thought movement,
an ideology that gained popularity in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.1 The
Prosperity Gospel consists largely of the ideas of the New Thought movement repackaged with
new faces, new technology, new venues, and a slightly altered message.The New Thought
MovementThe New Thought movement began in the 1800s and was known by several other
names, including Mind-Cure, Mental Healing, or Harmonialism. In 1895 a New Thought group in
Boston defined its purpose as “to promote interest in and the practice of a true philosophy and
way of life and happiness; to show that through right thinking, one’s loftiest ideals may be
brought into present realization; and to advance intelligent and systematic treatment of disease
by spiritual and mental methods.”2 While not a church or denomination, the New Thought
movement was marked by religious beliefs not found in Scripture—that God is a force, that the
spirit or mind is ultimate reality, that people are divine, that disease originates in the mind, and
that thoughts can create or change reality. American psychologist and philosopher William
James noted in 1905 that New Thought drew not only from the Gospels but also from Hinduism,
philosophical idealism, transcendentalism, popular science evolution, and the optimistic spirit of
progress. New Thought was a mashup of pagan philosophies.3To understand the Prosperity
Gospel’s errors, let’s look at four influential New Thought writers: Emanuel Swedenborg, Phineas
Parkhurst Quimby, Ralph Waldo Trine, and Norman Vincent Peale. As we summarize the ideas
of these figures, it will be obvious that New Thought ideas permeate the Prosperity
Gospel.Emanuel Swedenborg: Grandfather of New ThoughtEmanuel Swedenborg (1688–1772)
was an important eighteenth-century Swedish scientist and inventor. He is known for his
contributions in the fields of mathematics, astronomy, economics, political theory, and medicine;
yet, his most significant contribution was in religion. After a decade of searching for the human
soul, he reported that God appeared to him and told him to publish new doctrine for the church,



which he did in his work entitled Heavenly Secrets. Swedenborg claimed for himself the title
“The Unique Revealer of the Lord.” In this capacity he claimed to have dialogued with the apostle
Paul for a year, spoken several hundred times with the Reformer Martin Luther, and on at least
one occasion had personal communication with Moses. Furthermore, he professed to be a
clairvoyant who, over a period of twenty-seven years, possessed the power to look into heaven,
hell, and other dimensions of the spirit world.At the root of these teachings is the belief that the
ultimate nature of reality is rooted in the nonphysical, the spiritual, or simply in the mind.Along
with his claims of extrabiblical revelation, he also rejected orthodox Christian beliefs such as the
doctrine of the Trinity, the deity of Jesus Christ, and salvation by grace through faith alone. A
review of Swedenborg’s key works reveals that his teachings included, among other things,
belief in God as a mystical force, the notion that the human mind has the capacity to control the
physical world, and the teaching of a works-based self-salvation scheme—ideas that later
became core doctrines of New Thought. At the root of these teachings is the belief that the
ultimate nature of reality is rooted in the nonphysical, the spiritual, or simply in the mind. Many of
Swedenborg’s writings were widely read in America, and over time, his teachings influenced the
individuals who founded what became known as the New Thought movement.Phineas
Parkhurst Quimby: Father of New Thought
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George P. Wood, “An Introductory Critique of Prosperity Theology, with Biblical Corrections.
Health, Wealth and Happiness by David W. Jones and Russell S. Woodbridge offers both a
critique of prosperity theology as well as an exposition of what the Bible really teaches about
suffering, wealth and poverty, and giving. Regarding the critique, it identifies major theological
errors in prosperity theology without concluding that adherents are not Christians. And regarding
the exposition, its approach outlines biblical teaching in the context of salvation history, i.e.,
creation, fall, and redemption.As a minister, I would use this book in several ways. First, I would
recommend it to my congregation for reading. Second, I would use it to help outline a sermon
series on prosperity theology. The twofold movement of “critique” (Part 1) and “correction” (Part
2) is a helpful way to organize the movement of your sermons. Show the errors first, then show
the truths. Moreover, the next time I preach on 1 Corinthians 16:1–2 or 2 Corinthians 8–9, I plan
on borrowing Jones and Woodbridges’ principles of giving: Giving should be periodic, personal,
planned, proportionate, and plentiful (pp. 154–155). Third, I would encourage Sunday school
classes and small groups to use it as the basis of a 6-week curriculum. This is an ideal book for
group use: It is short, irenic, thought-provoking, and readable.That doesn’t mean I agree with
everything Jones and Woodbridge write. For one thing, as a Pentecostal, I affirm the doctrine of
healing in the atonement, while they don’t. Christ’s death and resurrection reconciles us to God
both spiritually and physically. For some, this healing happens “now”; for others, it has “not yet”
happened but will. The question, it seems to me, is not whether healing is provided for in the
atonement but when it will occur.Indeed, one of the major problems of prosperity theology—
oddly unmentioned by Jones and Woodbridge—is its overrealized eschatology. While believers
experience tokens of the New Heaven and New Earth in the present, they will experience the
fullness of these things in the future. Prosperity theology promises more than the Bible (and
Christian experience, for that matter) says will be delivered in this lifetime.Third, it seems to me
that we need to stop thinking of prosperity theology as one set of beliefs. Jones and Woodbridge
note that prosperity theologians differ among themselves. For example, hardcore Word of Faith
theology is different than, say, Joel Osteen’s “prosperity light” theology. I would add that the word
prosperity itself means different things to different people. To a middle-class North American, it
means a Mercedes and a bigger house. To an African eking out a subsistence living, it means
having enough to live one, and then some. Perhaps we should start talking about prosperity
theologies in the plural and recognizing that a one-size critique does not fit all of them.That
brings me to a fourth and final point: Perhaps so many people find prosperity theology (of one
kind or another) attractive precisely because we have de-emphasized what the Bible teaches
about bodily health and material wellbeing. It’s one thing for already-rich North Americans to
look askance at televangelists who preach what amounts to slick defenses of gluttony. (Our
North American social context is where Jones and Woodbridge’s critique works best.) It’s
another thing for “the wretched of the earth” to read the Bible’s robust promise of provision and



healing in Matthew 6:18–34 and James 5:13–16 and then to believe them. Shouldn’t we be be
careful lest, in pooh-poohing the faith of these Majority World believers—most of whom adhere
to some version of prosperity theology—we teach them to become people of “little faith”?”

Ebook Library Reader, “Good Christian Book Refutes a False Gospel.. A must read for anyone
who is concerned about the heretical prosperity gospel and anyone who thinks this awful so
called theology is ok. This book is written by two bible teaching men who wish to honour Christ
and shepherd his flock with biblical truth, buy this book and refute the false doctrine of
prosperity. Sola de Gloria!”

Brian, “Very informitive. I gave it five stars because it's answers were supported by scripture, and
it was scripture not taken out of context. It's a very informative book and I highly recommend it.”

Thomas T., “Contrasts very well what the Bible teaches regarding wealth, .... Contrasts very well
what the Bible teaches regarding wealth, health, prosperity and tithing to what the prosperity
gospel teaches. It exposes the faulty theology of the Word of Faith and Prosperity gospel when
compared to the principles outlined in scripture.”
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